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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, VS 

SUBJECT: ELECTION OF SUPREME COURT JUSTICES 

1. A JOINT SESSION OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY WAS HELD ON SEPTEMBER 
23, 1974 UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF SENATE CHAIRMAN TRAN VAN LAM 
AND LOWER HOUSE SPEAKER NGUYEN BA CAN TO ELECT NINE SUPREME COURT 
JUSTICES FOR THE 1974-80 TERM. 

2. THE SUPREME COURT ELECTION LAW 013/74 OF JULY 3, 1974 SPECIFIES 

THAT ONLY PROFESSIONAL JUDGES AND PROFESSIONAL PROSECUTORS MAY BE 
CANDIDATES. AN INITIAL SCREENING OF CANDIDATES WAS MADE BY THE 
SUPREME COURT, IN THE CASE OF JUDGES, AND BY THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE, 

IN THE CASE OF PROSECUTORS. THE RESULTANT LIST OF FIFTEEN JUDGES AND 
NINE PROSECUTORS WAS REVIEWED BY THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE AND FORMALLY 
ANNOUNCED ON AUGUST 27. 
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3. FOLLOWING THE INTRODUCTION OF THE LIST OF CANDIDATES, A 
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NUMBER OF REPRESENTATIVES TOOK THE FLOOR. A TOTAL OF NINETEEN 
OPPOSITIONISTS AND EIGHT PRO-GOVERNMENT MEMBERS SPOKE. THE 
OPPOSITIONISTS. LED BY SENATOR VU VAN MAU, SUGGESTED POSTPONEMENT 
OF THE ELECTION. SENATOR TRUONG TIEN DAT, AND A NUMBER OF OTHER 
OPPOSITIONISTS. PRESENTED TO THE SESSION WHAT THEY TERMED THE 
"EXECUTIVE ORDERED" LIST OF NINE CANDIDATES WHO PRO-GOVERNMENT 
MEMBERS WERE ASKED TO SUPPORT. THE LIST WAS CITED BY DAT AS 
"PROOF" OF THE EXECUTIVE S INTENTION TO PRE-DETERMINE THE ELCTION 
AND TO ENSURE THAT PRO-GOVERNMENT JUSTICES WERE ELECTED. 

4. PRO-GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES COUNTER-ATTACKED WITH THE 
ARGUMENT THAT THERE WAS NO PROVISION IN THE ASSEMBLY RULES FOR 
POSTPONEMENT OF THE ELECTION. THEY ALSO STATED THAT THE OPPOSITION 
CRITICISM WAS BENEFITTING ONLY THE COMMUNISTS. THE POINT WAS MADE 
THAT THERE WAS NO QUESTION OF RECEIVING AN ORDER FROM THE EXECUTIVE 
REGARDING A LIST OF PREFERRED CANDIDATES SINCE THE TWO HOUSES OF 
THE LEGISLATURE HAD ALREADY MADE A PRELIMINARY SELECTION OF THE 
JUSTICES. A STATEMENT BY DEPUTY LE CHI HIEU WHICH CHARACTERIZED 
OPPOSITION CRITICS AS "COMMUNIST HENCHMEN" BROUGHT CHAOS TO THE FLOOR 
OF THE ASSEMBLY. BOTH OPPOSITION AND PRO-GOVERNMENT MEMBERS CONTRI- 
BUTED TO AN UNRULY DEMONSTRATION OF SHOUTS AND FLYING ASH TRAYS, 
CHAIRS. AND MICROPHONES. IN THIS EXCITEMENT THE EMPTY BALLOT BOX 

WAS KNOCKED TO THE FLOOR. ORDER WAS RESTORED BY CHAIRMAN LAM AFTER 
ABOUT FIFTEEN MINUTES AND DELIVERATIONS RESUMED WITHOUT FURTHER 
SIGNIFICANT INCIDENT. 

5. A VOTE TO END DEBATE WAS CARRIED BY 138 MEMBERS; 59 
MEMBERS VOTED FOR A SEPARATE MEASURE TO ADJOURN THE ELECTION. 

IN ALL, A TOTAL OF 201 MEMBERS (149 DEPUTIES AND 52 SENATORS) 

WERE PRESENT FOR THE ACTUAL ELECTION BALLOTING. 

6. THE SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES AND THEIR NUMBER OF VOTES FOLLOW: 

A. MAI VAN AN (142 VOTES) 

B. TRAN MINH TIET (136 VOTES) 

C. NGUYEN MONG BICH 134 VOTES) 

D. TRAN VAN LINH (133 VOTES ) 
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E. NGUYEN VAN BIEN (122 VOTES) 

F. TRAN KHUONG TRINH (121 VOTES) 

G. NGUYEN AN THONG (120 VOTES) 

H. TRINH XU AN NGAN (98 VOTES) 
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I. TRAN VAN THUAN (83 VOTES) 

7. COMMENT: THIS ELECTION IS OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE BECAUSE OF 
THE KEY ROLE ASSIGNED THE SUPREME COURT UNDER THE CONSTITUTION IN 
THE ADMINISTRATION OF PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, THE NEXT OF WHICH IS 
TO TAKE PLACE IN 1975. IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT TWO OPPOSITION* 

SUPPORTED CANDIDATES, TIET AND THONG, WERE ELECTED. HOWEVER, THE 
SUCCESSFUL LIST IS OTHERWISE REMARKABLY SIMILAR TO THE SO-CALLED 
"EXECUTIVE-ORDERED 1 ' LIST WITH THE EXCEPTION OF CANDIDATES NGUYEN KHOA 
THI AND LE VAN TU WHO WERE NOT SUCCESSFUL. IT APPEARS THAT AT SOME 
POINT THE PRO-GOVERNMENT MAJORITY MAY HAVE DECIDED TO PERMIT THE 
ELECTION OF TWO OPPOSITION JUSTICES. THE SOMEWHAT UNEXPECTED 
VICTORY OF TWO OF THEIR CANDIDATS APPARENTLY HAD A CALMING 
EFFECT ON THE OPPOSITION MEMBERS AND THE JOINT SESSION WAS 
CONCLUDED IN A CORDIAL MANNER. END COMMENT. 

LEHMANN 
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